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A classic question in studies of ritual is how ritual performances achieve-or fail to achieve-their effects. In
this pathbreaking book, Matt Tomlinson argues that participants condition their own expectations of ritual
success by interactively creating distinct textual patterns of sequence, conjunction, contrast, and substitution.
Drawing on long-term research in Fiji, Ritual Textuality presents in-depth studies of each of these patterns,
taken from a wide range of settings: a fiery, soul-saving Pentecostal crusade; relaxed gatherings at which
people drink the narcotic beverage kava; deathbeds at which missionaries eagerly await the signs of good
Christians' "happy deaths"; and the monologic pronouncements of a military-led government determined to
make the nation speak in a single voice. In each of these cases, Tomlinson also examines the broad
ideologies of motion which frame participants' ritual actions, such as Pentecostals' beliefs that effective
worship requires ecstatic movement like jumping, dancing, and clapping, and nineteenth-century
missionaries' insistence that the journeys of the soul in the afterlife should follow a new path. By
approaching ritual as an act of "entextualization"-in which the flow of discourse is turned into object-like
texts-while analyzing the ways people expect words, things, and selves to move in performance, this book
presents a new and compelling way to understand the efficacy of ritual action.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Willis:

Here thing why this specific Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in
Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance
(Oxford Ritual Studies). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual
Studies) in e-book can be your substitute.

Patricia Cockrell:

The feeling that you get from Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies)
is a more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in
Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies)
instantly.

Willie Grajeda:

This Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies) is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual Studies) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Salina Rodriguez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or



make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Ritual Textuality: Pattern and Motion in Performance (Oxford Ritual
Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.
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