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From the New York Times bestselling author of Elizabeth the Queen comes an illuminating and
revelatory new biography of the man who has waited his whole life to be king. This is the first major
biography of Prince Charles in more than twenty years, drawing on extensive access to his inner circle,
and filled with new insights into his family and his two marriages.

Sally Bedell Smith returns once again to the British royal family to give us a new and authoritative look at
Prince Charles, the oldest heir to the throne in more than three hundred years. This vivid, eye-opening
biography—the product of four years of research and hundreds of interviews with palace officials, former
girlfriends, spiritual gurus, and more—is filled with fresh insights into Charles’s life, in and out of the public
eye.
     
Prince Charles brings to life the real man, with all of his ambitions, insecurities, and convictions. It begins
with his lonely childhood, in which he struggled to live up to his father’s expectations and sought
companionship from the Queen Mother and his uncle Lord Mountbatten. It follows him through difficult
years at school, his early love affairs, his intellectual quests, his entrepreneurial pursuits, and his intense
search for spiritual meaning. It tells of the tragedy of his marriage to Diana; his eventual reunion with his
true love, Camilla; and his relationship with William, Kate, Harry, and his grandchildren.

Ranging from his glamorous palaces to his country homes, from his globe-trotting travels to his local
initiatives, Smith shows how Prince Charles possesses a fiercely independent spirit and yet has spent more
than six decades waiting for his destined role. His life is dictated by protocol, yet he often struggles to obey
it. He seeks influence and authority, yet he lives perpetually in the shadow of his mother and the beloved
next generation of royals. With keen insight and the discovery of unexpected new details, Smith lays bare the
contradictions of a man who is more complicated, tragic, and compelling than we knew, until now.

This is the first authoritative treatment of Charles’s life that sheds light on the death of Diana, his marriage to
Camilla, and his preparations to take the throne one day. Drawing upon hundreds of sources, many of whom
are speaking on the record for the first time, Prince Charles is the surprising and definitive portrait of the
man who will be king. 

hor of bestselling biographies of Queen Elizabeth II; William S. Paley; Pamela Harriman; Diana, Princess of
Wales; John and Jacqueline Kennedy; and Bill and Hillary Clinton. A contributing editor at Vanity Fair since
1996, she previously worked at Time and The New York Times, where she was a cultural news reporter. In
2012, Smith was the recipient of the Washington Irving Medal for Literary Excellence. She is the mother of
three children and lives in Washington, D.C., with her husband, Stephen G. Smith.

Advance praise for Prince Charles

“Prince Charles is an eighteenth-century gentleman with a twenty-first-century mission. His love of tradition
combines with an outlook that can be bracingly avant garde. Sally Bedell Smith captures his contradictions
and his convictions in this fascinating book that is not just about a man who would be king, but also about



the duties that come with privilege.”—Walter Isaacson

“For all we know about Prince Charles, there is so much we didn’t know—until now. Sally Bedell Smith has
given us a complete and compelling portrait of the man in the shadow of the throne. It’s all here, from the
back stairs of the palaces to the front pages of the tabs. Read all about it!”—Tom Brokaw
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Prince Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable Life.

Tracy Painter:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Prince
Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Charles Anderson:

This Prince Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable Life usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Prince Charles: The Passions and
Paradoxes of an Improbable Life can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Prince Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an
Improbable Life forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Joan Toon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Prince Charles: The Passions and
Paradoxes of an Improbable Life can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Prince Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable Life.
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