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John C. Calhoun (1782–1850), the South Carolinian who served as a congressman, a senator, and the seventh
vice president of the United States, is best known for his role in southern resistance to abolition and his
doctrine of state nullification. But he was also an accomplished political thinker, articulating the theory of
the “concurrent majority.” This theory, John G. Grove contends, is a rare example of American political
thought resting on classical assumptions about human nature and political life. By tracing Calhoun’s ideas
over the course of his political career, Grove unravels the relationship between the theory of the concurrent
majority and civic harmony, constitutional reform, and American slavery. In doing so, Grove distinguishes
Calhoun’s political philosophy from his practical, political commitment to states’ rights and slavery, and
identifies his ideas as a genuinely classical form of republicanism that focuses on the political nature of
mankind, public virtue, and civic harmony.

Man was a social creature, Calhoun argued, and the role of government was to maximize society’s ability to
thrive. The requirements of social harmony, not abstract individual rights, were therefore the foundation of
political order. Hence the concurrent majority permitted the unique elements in any given society to pursue
their interests as long as these did not damage the whole society; it forced rulers to act in the interest of the
whole. John C. Calhoun’s Theory of Republicanism offers a close analysis of the historical development of
this idea from a basic, inherited republican ideology into a well-defined political theory. In the process, this
book demonstrates that Calhoun’s infamous defense of American slavery, while unwavering, was
intellectually shallow and, in some ways, contradicted his highly developed political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Burkhardt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political
Thought (University Press of Kansas)) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide John C. Calhoun's Theory of
Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book John C. Calhoun's
Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). You never really feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Emma Englund:

This John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas))
are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can
be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas))
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Tammy Mangold:

Precisely why? Because this John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ian Hall:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn. John



C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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