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"In the beginning, woman was truly the sun. An authentic person. Now she is the moon, a wan and sickly
moon, dependent on another, reflecting another's brilliance."-Hiratsuku Raicho

Raicho Hiratsuka (1886-1971) was the most influential figure in the early women's movement in Japan. In
1911, she founded Bluestocking (Seito), Japan's first literary journal run by women. In 1920, she founded the
New Women's Association, Japan's first nationwide women's organization to campaign for female suffrage,
and soon after World War II, the Japan Federation of Women's Organizations.

Available for the first time in English, In the Beginning, Woman Was the Sun is Raicho Hiratsuka's
autobiography of her childhood, early youth, and subsequent rebellion against the strict social codes of the
time. Hiratsuka came from an upper-middle class Tokyo family, and her restless quest for truth led her to
read widely in philosophy and undertake Zen training at Japan Woman's College. After graduation, she
gained brief notoriety for her affair with a married writer, but quickly established herself as a brilliant and
articulate leader of feminist causes with the launch of the journal Seito. Her richly detailed account presents a
woman who was at once idealistic and elitist, fearless and vain, and a perceptive observer of society.

Teruko Craig's translation captures Hiratsuka's strong personality and distinct voice. At a time when interest
in Japanese feminism is growing in the West, there is no finer introduction to Japanese women's history than
this intimate, candid, and compelling memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

This In the Beginning, Woman Was the Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead
Books on Asia) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular In the Beginning, Woman
Was the Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on Asia) without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry In
the Beginning, Woman Was the Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on
Asia) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This In the Beginning, Woman Was the Sun: The
Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on Asia) having very good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Linneman:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The In the
Beginning, Woman Was the Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Heidi Montgomery:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This In the Beginning, Woman Was
the Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is simple bringing you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Tammy Dorris:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and In the Beginning, Woman Was the
Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on Asia) or maybe others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and



more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes In the Beginning,
Woman Was the Sun: The Autobiography of a Japanese Feminist (Weatherhead Books on Asia) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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