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A provocative, interdisciplinary study of nuns on the big screen, from The Bells of St. Mary's (1945) to
Doubt (2008), that shines fresh light on the cinematic nun as a woman and a religious in the twentieth
century.

Ingrid Bergman's engaging screen performance as Sister Mary Benedict in The Bells of St. Mary's made the
film nun a star and her character a shining standard of comparison. She represented the religious life as the
happy and rewarding choice of a modern woman who had a "complete understanding" of both erotic and
spiritual desire. How did this vibrant and mature nun figure come to be viewed as girlish and naive? Why
have she and her cinematic sisters in postwar popular film so often been stereotyped or selectively
analyzed, so seldom been seen as women and religious?

In Veiled Desires--a unique full-length, in-depth study of nuns in film--Maureen Sabine explores these
questions in a groundbreaking interdisciplinary study covering more than sixty years of cinema. She
looks at an impressive breadth of films in which the nun features as an ardent lead character, including The
Bells of St. Mary's (1945), Black Narcissus (1947), Heaven Knows, Mr. Allison (1957), Sea Wife (1957), The
Nun's Story (1959), The Sound of Music (1965), Change of Habit (1969), In This House of Brede (1975),
Agnes of God (1985), Dead Man Walking (1995), and Doubt (2008).

Veiled Desires considers how the beautiful and charismatic stars who play chaste nuns, from Ingrid
Bergman and Audrey Hepburn to Susan Sarandon and Meryl Streep, call attention to desires that the veil
concealed and the habit was thought to stifle. In a theologically and psychoanalytically informed argument,
Sabine responds to the critics who have pigeonholed the film nun as the obedient daughter and religious
handmaiden of a patriarchal church, and the respectful audience who revered her as an icon of spiritual
perfection. She provides a framework for a more complex and holistic picture of nuns on screen by
showing how the films dramatize these women's Christian call to serve, sacrifice, and dedicate
themselves to God, and their erotic desire for intimacy, agency, achievement, and fulfillment.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Gorman:

Here thing why this kind of Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals
of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns
in Postwar Anglo-American Film. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-
American Film in e-book can be your alternative.

Johnny Harper:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-
American Film book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer involving Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American
Film content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals
of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kenneth Porter:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in
Postwar Anglo-American Film is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Laree Drummond:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film



this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all
of you.
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