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A 2012 New York Times Book Review Notable Book

"A real-life detective story that reveals the drama behind the scenes of a great Supreme Court victory
for human rights." ?Linda Greenhouse

No one could have predicted that the night of September 17, 1998, would be anything but routine in
Houston, Texas. Even the call to police that a black man was "going crazy with a gun" was hardly unusual in
this urban setting. Nobody could have imagined that the arrest of two men for a minor criminal offense
would reverberate in American constitutional law, exposing a deep malignity in our judicial system and
challenging the traditional conception of what makes a family. Indeed, when Harris County sheriff’s deputies
entered the second-floor apartment, there was no gun. Instead, they reported that they had walked in on John
Lawrence and Tyron Garner having sex in Lawrence’s bedroom.

So begins Dale Carpenter’s "gripping and brilliantly researched" Flagrant Conduct, a work nine years in the
making that transforms our understanding of what we thought we knew about Lawrence v. Texas, the
landmark Supreme Court decision of 2003 that invalidated America’s sodomy laws. Drawing on dozens of
interviews, Carpenter has taken on the "gargantuan" task of extracting the truth about the case, analyzing the
claims of virtually every person involved.

Carpenter first introduces us to the interracial defendants themselves, who were hardly prepared "for the
strike of lightning" that would upend their lives, and then to the Harris County arresting officers, including a
sheriff’s deputy who claimed he had "looked eye to eye" in the faces of the men as they allegedly fornicated.
Carpenter skillfully navigates Houston’s complex gay world of the late 1990s, where a group of activists and
court officers, some of them closeted themselves, refused to bury what initially seemed to be a minor arrest.

The author charts not only the careful legal strategy that Lambda Legal attorneys adopted to make the case
compatible to a conservative Supreme Court but also the miscalculations of the Houston prosecutors who
assumed that the nation’s extant sodomy laws would be upheld. Masterfully reenacting the arguments that
riveted spectators and Justices alike in 2003, Flagrant Conduct then reaches a point where legal history
becomes literature, animating a Supreme Court decision as few writers have done.

In situating Lawrence v. Texas within the larger framework of America’s four-century persecution of gay
men and lesbians, Flagrant Conduct compellingly demonstrates that gay history is an integral part of our
national civil rights story.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Flagrant Conduct: The Story
of Lawrence V. Texas: How a Bedroom Arrest Decriminalized Gay Americans book because this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gerald Warfield:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Flagrant Conduct:
The Story of Lawrence V. Texas: How a Bedroom Arrest Decriminalized Gay Americans is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jimmy Torres:

Why? Because this Flagrant Conduct: The Story of Lawrence V. Texas: How a Bedroom Arrest
Decriminalized Gay Americans is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Edmund Morrissette:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Flagrant Conduct: The Story of Lawrence V.
Texas: How a Bedroom Arrest Decriminalized Gay Americans, you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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