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Despite the constitutional division of church and state, the impact of Catholics on American politics in the
1960s and 1970s has been remarkable--as the names of the Kennedys, Eugene McCarthy, Thomas "Tip"
O'Neill, Peter Rodino, Thomas Eagleton, the Berrigan brothers, and Cesar Chavez will attest. In this portrait
of American Catholicism, Mary Hanna intensely analyzes the political influence of this enormously complex
organization. She focuses on the role of the Church in providing the means for an ethnic group to challenge
and contribute to the values of the larger society.

Hanna recognizes that the Church is constantly striving to maintain a balance between changing social
conditions and the principles of faith. In her analysis of the dynamics of this balance, she asks, for example,
why the Church has had such influence on its members on the question of abortion, but has been somewhat
less effective on questions relating to minority welfare. Interviews with working-class leaders in Catholic
"ethnic" communities provide a new understanding of the complexities of Catholic feeling on these timely
issues. Hanna's chapter on the subtleties of the abortion issue, as interpreted by church leaders, Catholic
politicians, and the lay population, is a model of scholarship.

This study applies the methods of quantification, survey research, and interviewing to public policy, and
yields unexpected results. For example, despite Catholics' stereotyped image as conservative and
antiprogressive, Hanna shows that Catholic voters are very liberal on the subject of government's role in
solving problems related to the general welfare-health care, the environment, education, crime, drug
addiction. She also finds upward mobility in Catholics' education and especially their income. This work
combines data from national surveys with personal interviews of clergymen and other Catholic public
figures. Hanna's comprehensiveness, documentation, and innovation make this a searching analysis of
contemporary American Catholicism.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Catholics and American Politics. Try to make book Catholics and American
Politics as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Alan Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Catholics and American
Politics book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Delores Nault:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Catholics and American Politics can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short time problems.

Pam Boyd:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Catholics and American Politics can be the solution,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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