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The Elders of Optina Monastery have had a tremendous impact on Russian society. During the course of a
century, their prophecy and God-illumined counsel attracted spiritual seekers from far and wide.

Elder Ambrose is considered the pinnacle of Eldership in Optina. He embodied the virtues of all the elders in
the highest degree--divine humility, purity of mind and heart, overflowing love, and total self-sacrifice for
the salvation of his fellow man. Because he had attained the depths of humility, the Lord blessed him with
spiritual gifts by which to heal suffering souls. He read human hearts, was granted to know the past, present
and future of people, and spoke to them the direct, revealed word of God. So great were his gifts that
hundreds of people flocked daily to his humble cabin in central Russia. Among these were the writers
Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, Leontiev and Solovyev. Dostoyevsky was so moved by his pilgrimage to Optina and
Elder Ambrose that he wrote his last and greatest novel, The Brothers Karamazov, with the specific intention
of depicting the spiritual image of Optina Monastery and the Elder. The well-known character of Elder
Zosima in his book was modeled after Elder Ambrose, whose words of counsel Dostoyevsky put directly
into the mouth of his unforgettable character.

This edition of Elder Ambrose's life is a faithful English translation of the original Optina edition, printed in
Russia in 1912. Through its pages we enter the world of a heavenly man, an angel in the flesh who beheld
the mysteries of the future age: the perfect love and silent oneness of immortal spirits.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Elder Ambrose of Optina
book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Caceres:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Elder Ambrose of Optina is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Edward McCain:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Elder Ambrose of Optina as the daily resource information.

Jacqueline Kellett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Elder Ambrose of Optina, you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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