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This is a story of ever-expanding presidential powers in an age of unwinnable wars. Harry Truman and
Korea, Lyndon Johnson and Vietnam, George W. Bush and Iraq: three presidents, three ever broader
interpretations of the commander in chief clause of the Constitution, three unwinnable wars, and three
presidential secrets. Award-winning presidential biographer and military historian Geoffrey Perret places
these men and events in the larger context of the post-World War II world to establish their collective legacy:
a presidency so powerful it undermines the checks and balances built into the Constitution, thereby creating a
permanent threat to the Constitution itself.
 
In choosing to fight in Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq, Truman, Johnson, and Bush alike took counsel of their
fears, ignored the advice of the professional military and major allies, and were influenced by facts kept from
public view. Convinced that an ever-more powerful commander in chief was the key to victory, they misread
the moment. Since World War II wars have become tests of stamina rather than strength, and more likely
than not they sow the seeds of future wars. Yet recent American presidents have chosen to place their
country in the forefront of fighting them. In the course of doing so, however, they gave away the secret of
American power—for all its might, the United States can be defeated by chaos and anarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

The book with title Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into
a Threat to America's Future has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Richard Bentley:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush
Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Ronnie Miller:

You can find this Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a
Threat to America's Future by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Lydia Baum:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Commander in
Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future.
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