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The telephone looms large in our lives, as ever present in modern societies as cars and television. Claude
Fischer presents the first social history of this vital but little-studied technology—how we encountered,
tested, and ultimately embraced it with enthusiasm. Using telephone ads, oral histories, telephone industry
correspondence, and statistical data, Fischer's work is a colorful exploration of how, when, and why
Americans started communicating in this radically new manner.

Studying three California communities, Fischer uncovers how the telephone became integrated into the
private worlds and community activities of average Americans in the first decades of this century. Women
were especially avid in their use, a phenomenon which the industry first vigorously discouraged and then
later wholeheartedly promoted. Again and again Fischer finds that the telephone supported a wide-ranging
network of social relations and played a crucial role in community life, especially for women, from
organizing children's relationships and church activities to alleviating the loneliness and boredom of rural
life.

Deftly written and meticulously researched, America Calling adds an important new chapter to the social
history of our nation and illuminates a fundamental aspect of cultural modernism that is integral to
contemporary life.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crawford:

The book America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book America
Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a e-book America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Carla Ramirez:

This book untitled America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

James Brady:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.

John Threadgill:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 can make you
experience more interested to read.
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