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The backbone of classical Greek armies was the phalanx of heavily armored spearmen, or hoplites. These
were the soldiers that defied the might of Persia at Marathon, Thermopylae and Plataea and, more often,
fought each other in the countless battles of the Greek city-states. For around two centuries they were the
dominant soldiers of the Classical world, in great demand as mercenaries throughout the Mediterranean and
Middle East. Yet, despite the battle descriptions of Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon etc, and copious
evidence of Greek art and archaeology, there are still many aspects of hoplite warfare that are little
understood or the subject of fierce academic debate.

Christopher Matthew's groundbreaking reassessment combines rigorous analysis of the literary and
archaeological evidence with the new disciplines of reconstructive archaeology, re-enactment and ballistic
science. He focuses meticulously on the details of the equipment, tactics and capabilities of the individual
hoplites. In so doing he challenges some long-established assumptions. For example, despite a couple of
centuries of study of the hoplites portrayed in Greek vase paintings, Matthew manages to glean from them
some startlingly fresh insights into how hoplites wielded their spears.

These findings are supported by practical testing with his own replica hoplite panoply and the experiences of
a group of dedicated re-enactors. He also tackles such questions as the protective properties of hoplite shields
and armor and the much-vexed debate on the exact nature of the 'othismos', the climax of phalanx-on-
phalanx clashes. This is an innovative and refreshing reassessment of one of the most important kinds of
troops in ancient warfare, sure to make a genuine contribution to the state of knowledge.

Christopher Matthew has just completed his doctoral thesis on hoplite warfare at MacQuarie University in
Sydney, where one of his assessors has said he 'singlehandedly advanced the whole field'. He has also been
invited to lecture on the subject at other Australian universities. This book, closely based on his doctoral
thesis, will be his first, although he has already had several articles published in academic journals. 'He is
currently working on a new translation of Aelian's work on tactics and co-editing (with Dr Matthew Trundle)
Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae, both of which will be published
by Pen & Sword.

REVIEWS

“…groundbreaking reassessment combines rigorous analysis of literary and archaeological evidence with the
new disciplines of reconstructive archaeology, reenactment and ballistic science…painstakingly examines
and reconstructs details of hoplites’ equipment, tactics and capabilities…Both experts and laymen can gain
fresh knowledge from reading this well written analysis of ancient warfare…”
Toy Soldier and Model Figure Magazine

"The author has taken a fresh look at old evidence of ancient Greek writers and artists and coupled that with
modern research. . . . In the process, some interesting and groundbreaking developments emerge that shed
new light on just what the ancient writers meant and how much artistic license was used in creating the vase
paintings we envision when we think of this period of history. This is a serious work of intellectual
pursuit."?IPMS/USA



"…indispensable reading for anyone interested in ancient warfare."
NYMAS

"...practical and thought provoking...a well-argued, well-written and well-illustrated chance to think about
the problem anew."
The Historian

a significant contribution to the field of ancient military history...will force historians to re-evaluate the
pertinent primary sources and their own reconstructions of the equipment and tactics employed on ancient
Greek battlefields. A Storm of Spears is now must reading for all military historians, classicists, and serious
students interested in a reconstructive archaeological approach to ancient infantry warfare
Michigan War Studies
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From reader reviews:

Jack Harbin:

The experience that you get from A Storm of Spears: Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War could be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but A Storm of Spears: Understanding the Greek Hoplite
at War giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of A Storm of Spears:
Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War instantly.

Tom Rivera:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A
Storm of Spears: Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Ernest Tate:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking A Storm of Spears:
Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person.
So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick A Storm of Spears:
Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War become your starter.

Karen Nash:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Storm of Spears:
Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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