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A revealing look at stay-at-home fatherhood-for men, their families, and for American society
 
It's a growing phenomenon among American families: fathers who cut back on paid work to focus on raising
children. But what happens when dads stay home? What do stay-at-home fathers struggle with-and what do
they rejoice in? How does taking up the mother's traditional role affect a father's relationship with his
partner, children, and extended family? And what does stay-at-home fatherhood mean for the larger society?

In chapters that alternate between large-scale analysis and intimate portraits of men and their families,
journalist Jeremy Adam Smith traces the complications, myths, psychology, sociology, and history of a new
set of social relationships with far-reaching implications. As the American economy faces its greatest crisis
since the Great Depression, Smith reveals that many mothers today have the ability to support families and
fathers are no longer narrowly defined by their ability to make money-they have the capacity to be caregivers
as well. 

The result, Smith argues, is a startling evolutionary advance in the American family, one that will help
families better survive the twenty-first century. As Smith explains, stay-at-home dads represent a logical
culmination of fifty years of family change, from a time when the idea of men caring for children was
literally inconceivable, to a new era when at-home dads are a small but growing part of the landscape. Their
numbers and cultural importance will continue to rise-and Smith argues that they must rise, as the unstable,
global, creative, technological economy makes flexible gender roles both more possible and more desirable.

But the stories of real people form the heart of this book: couples from every part of the country and every
walk of life. They range from working class to affluent, and they are black, white, Asian, and Latino. We
meet Chien, who came to Kansas City as a refugee from the Vietnam War and today takes care of a growing
family; Kent, a midwestern dad who nursed his son through life-threatening disabilities (and Kent's wife,
Misun, who has never doubted for a moment that breadwinning is the best thing she can do for her family);
Ta-Nehisi, a writer in Harlem who sees involved fatherhood as "the ultimate service to black people";
Michael, a gay stay-at-home dad in Oakland who enjoys a profoundly loving and egalitarian partnership with
his husband; and many others. Through their stories, we discover that as America has evolved and
diversified, so has fatherhood.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

The guide with title The Daddy Shift: How Stay-at-Home Dads, Breadwinning Moms, and Shared Parenting
Are Transforming the American Family posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Nicholas Valles:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. The Daddy Shift: How Stay-at-Home Dads, Breadwinning Moms, and Shared Parenting Are
Transforming the American Family can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short
free time problems.

Kristi Duncan:

Beside this kind of The Daddy Shift: How Stay-at-Home Dads, Breadwinning Moms, and Shared Parenting
Are Transforming the American Family in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Daddy Shift: How Stay-at-Home Dads, Breadwinning Moms, and Shared Parenting Are Transforming the
American Family because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

Barbara McGowan:

You will get this The Daddy Shift: How Stay-at-Home Dads, Breadwinning Moms, and Shared Parenting
Are Transforming the American Family by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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