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A translation of Grazia Deledda's final novel, an autobiographically based portrayal of an Italian woman
coming to terms with breast cancer at the cusp of the twentieth century.

The Church of Solitude tells the story of Maria Concezione, a young Sardinian seamstress living with breast
cancer at the cusp of the twentieth century. Overwhelmed by the shame of her diagnosis, she decides that no
one can know what has happened to her, but the heavy burden of this secrecy changes her life in dramatic
ways and almost causes the destruction of several people in her life. This surprising novel paints the portrait
of a woman facing the unknown with courage, faith, and self-reliance, and is the last and most
autobiographical work of Grazia Deledda, who died of breast cancer in 1936, shortly after its publication. An
afterword by the translator offers additional information on the author and examines the social and historical
environment of that time.

“This tale of faith and strength in the face of illness is beautiful. Though written more than sixty-five years
ago, it is still timely, with its portrayal of a woman who lays blame for her disease on her past and her
wavering devotion.” — Library Journal

“Benighted, hot-blooded, moving, Grazia Deledda's unjustly forgotten novel—about a fiercely proud,
fiercely resigned woman struggling with dark truths—is a benchmark in the evolution of attitudes toward
cancer and sexual passion.” — Susan Sontag

“Concezione's secret nearly destroys the man who loves her in this powerful novel by Grazia Deledda,
gracefully translated by E. Ann Matter.” — Martha King, translator of Cosima by Grazia Deledda

“A moving story, simply (even austerely) told, and the translation captures the narrator's strengths. Deledda's
short novel is packed with emotions and mystery, with many kinds of love, a fatal illness that can't be named,
humor and kindness, greed and lust. The heroine is a compelling figure, at once simple and complex, remote
and 'simpatica.' Her world is exotic but her problems are not.” — Joan Ferrante, Columbia University

“The poetic detail of Deledda's prose, and Matter's ability to translate with ease her descriptions of
landscape, weather, and seasons, make this a wonderful contribution to the literature of women of Italian
background.” — Mary Jo Bona, author of Claiming a Tradition: Italian American Women Writers

“Set in the early part of the last century, before breast cancer was openly discussed, this novel sheds much-
needed insight into the mental state and experience of that time period.” — Rosemarie LaValva, Binghamton
University

“This translation allows non–Italian speaker access to a most important novel by one of Italy's best
novelists.” — Anthony Julian Tamburri, coeditor of From the Margin: Writings in Italian Americana
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will want this The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers in Translation).

Homer Douglas:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers
in Translation) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Bobby Kile:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers in
Translation) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Church of Solitude (Suny
Series, Women Writers in Translation).

Kevin Masterson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers in
Translation) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers in Translation) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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