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The definitive sports and social history of the modern Olympic games?by a New York Times best-
selling sportswriter.

For millions of people around the world, the Summer and Winter Games are a joy and a treasure, but how
did they develop into a global colossus? How have they been buffeted by?and, in turn, affected by?world
events? Why do we care about them so much?

From the reinvention of the Games in Athens in 1896 to Rio in 2016, best-selling sportswriter David
Goldblatt brilliantly traces their history through national triumphs and tragedies, individual victories and
failures. Here is the story of grand Olympic traditions such as winners’ medals, the torch relay, and the
eternal flame. Here is the story of popular Olympic events such as gymnastics, the marathon, and alpine
skiing (as well as discontinued ones like tug-of-war). And here in all their glory are Olympic icons from
Jesse Owens to Nadia Comaneci, Abebe Bikila to Bob Beamon, the Dream Team to Usain Bolt.

Hailed in the Wall Street Journal for writing about sports “with the expansive eye of a social and cultural
critic,” Goldblatt goes beyond the medal counts to tell how women fought to be included in the Olympics on
equal terms, how the wounded of World War II led to the Paralympics, and how the Olympics reflect
changing attitudes to race and ethnicity. He explores the tensions between the Games’ amateur ideals and
professionalization and commercialism in sports, the pitched battles between cities for the right to host the
Games, and their often disappointing economic legacy. And in covering such seminal moments as Jesse
Owens and Hitler at Berlin in 1936, the Black Power salute at Mexico City in 1968, the massacre of Israeli
athletes at Munich in 1972, and the Miracle on Ice at Lake Placid in 1980, Goldblatt shows how prominently
the modern Olympics have highlighted profound domestic and international conflicts.

Illuminated with dazzling vignettes from over a century of the Olympics, this stunningly researched and
engagingly written history captures the excitement, drama, and kaleidoscopic experience of the Games.
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From reader reviews:

Katherin Buerger:

The particular book The Games: A Global History of the Olympics will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Games: A Global History of the Olympics is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Gordon Miller:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Games: A Global History of the Olympics why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Patrick Austin:

The book untitled The Games: A Global History of the Olympics contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Gene Conley:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Games: A Global History
of the Olympics which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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