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This book focuses on one of the key questions in education: What determines a student’s success?

Based on twenty years of work on student success, Ray Padilla here presents two related models he has
developed that both provide a framework for understanding success and indicate how it can be enhanced and
replicated. The research and theory that inform his models are covered in detail.

He defines student success simply as progress through a program of study, such that the student and others
expect him or her to complete it and be promoted to the next level or graduate. Rather than focusing on the
reasons for failure or drop out, his approach focuses on understanding the factors that account for student
success and that enable many students, some of them under the most challenging circumstances, to complete
all program requirements and graduate.

The models provide schools and colleges with an analytical tool to uncover the reasons for student success so
that they can develop strategies and practices that will enable more students to emulate their successful peers.
They address the characteristics of the students?such as motivation and engagement, the ability to surmount
barriers, and persistence?and similarly surface the characteristics of teachers, the educational institution, its
resources, and the contexts in which they interact. The process provides administrators with a clear and
appropriate strategy for action at the level of each individual unit or subpopulation.

Recognizing the need to develop general models of student success that also can be applied locally to
specific situations and contexts, the book presents Padilla’s Expertise Model of Student Success (EMSS) that
can be applied to general populations, as well as the Local Student Success Model (LSSM) that can be used
to drive local institutional strategies to improve student success.

The book demonstrates how the models have been applied in settings as diverse as a minority high school, a
community college, and an Hispanic Serving Institution, and for such purposes as comparing a high-
performing and a non high-performing elementary school.

Contributors:
* Kimberly S. Barker is an assistant professor at Texas A&M University-Kingsville, System Center San
Antonio. She is currently working in the College of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction.
* Mary J. Miller is the Instructional Compliance Director for the Edgewood Independent School District in
San Antonio, Texas. Prior to this appointment, she served as an elementary school principal for ten years.
* George E. Norton is the Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs for Admissions, Orientation &
Transition Services at The University of Texas at San Antonio.
* Ralph Mario Wirth is an administrator and director of educational planning at The San Antonio School for
Inquiry and Creativity, as well as lead researcher for the Democratic Schools Research Institute, Inc.
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From reader reviews:

Rick Maldonado:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Student
Success Modeling: Elementary School to College? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Ann Potter:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Student Success
Modeling: Elementary School to College suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Student Success Modeling: Elementary School to Collegeis the main of
several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Paul Evans:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Student Success
Modeling: Elementary School to College that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Student Success Modeling: Elementary School to College
become your own starter.

Robert Denney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Student Success
Modeling: Elementary School to College.
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