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This monograph revisits Uruguay's remarkable transformation from a notorious nineteenth-century trouble
spot into Latin America's first welfare state democracy, associated with President Jose Batlle y Ordonez
(1903-7, 1911-15) and his Krausist leanings. Central to Uruguay's belated polity formation and nation-
building, and the focus of this study, was its school reform, destined to erase frontier backwardness. It had its
origin in the foundation of the Society of the Friends of Popular Education in 1868, culminated in Jose Pedro
and Jacobo Varela's transformation of primary and normal schooling in the 1870s and 1880s, and was driven
by a mixture of North American liberal pedagogy and Spencerian positivism. Batllistas distanced themselves
from the Varelas and their ideology since they had lent their services to military dictators. Yet, as Hentschke
argues, continuity in change prevailed over the alleged rupture of 1903, with positivism and neo-Idealism
co-existing and interacting in the continuation of the education reform. Moreover, by placing Uruguay into
the broader context of what, in 1998, a network of scholars has called the Southern Cone's "Corridor of
Ideas" from Santiago de Chile through Buenos Aires and Montevideo to Porto Alegre in Brazil, Hentschke
shows how the country acted as a crossroads of intellectuals and a laboratory for the contestation,
assimilation, and merger of competing global and autochthonous political and pedagogical philosophies.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-building
in Uruguay, 1868-1915: Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book
Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-building in Uruguay, 1868-1915: Reforma Vareliana and
Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Anthony Rodriguez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important usually. The book Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-building in
Uruguay, 1868-1915: Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective had been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The e-book Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-building in Uruguay, 1868-1915:
Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Philosophical Polemics, School Reform
and Nation-building in Uruguay, 1868-1915: Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational
Perspective. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Mary Brown:

Often the book Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-building in Uruguay, 1868-1915:
Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-
building in Uruguay, 1868-1915: Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Marcie Johnson:

The reserve with title Philosophical Polemics, School Reform and Nation-building in Uruguay, 1868-1915:
Reforma Vareliana and Batllismo from a Transnational Perspective includes a lot of information that you can



learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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