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This latest addition to Philip J Riley's Alternate History of Classic Filmonsters series is a collaborative effort
with fellow film historian David Conover that delves into one of the most famous unproduced motion
pictures of all time, Merian C. Cooper's legendary WAR EAGLES! Planned as a full Technicolor production
at MGM in the late 1930s, WAR EAGLES would have eclipsed Cooper and long-time SFX partner Willis
O'Brien's KING KONG as the greatest fantasy epic of the period had it not fallen victim to pre-war studio
politics and the rise of Hitler's Third Reich on the eve of World War II. Long considered a lost film effort,
Conover's research has actually uncovered a richly detailed pre-production history, complete with never-
before -published artwork, storyboards, test footage frames and more, direct from studio archives and the
estates of technicians and artists who actually worked on the film. Also included is the full, never-published
final draft of WAR EAGLES by Cyril Hume (screenwriter of MGM's Tarzan series and the sci-fi
masterpiece FORBIDDEN PLANET) along with Merian C. Cooper's original treatment and production
designer Howard Campbell's notes and budgets for the ill-fated production. For decades, stop-motion fans
and film researchers considered an early, coverless draft attributed to Willis O'Brien-- but actually written by
Harold Lamb and James Ashmore Creelman-- to be the only existing script for WAR EAGLES, but
Conover's discovery of the original typescripts at the USC film library in 2003 turned up 7 more drafts and
multiple revisions that eventually led to the final Hume draft. Pre-production artist Duncan Gleason began
detailed storyboarding and illustration based on this draft and it is very likely that it would have become the
actual shooting script. Detailed models and sets were built and Technicolor test footage featuring stop-
motion animation by Willis O'Brien and his crew (including Kong/Mighty Joe Young creators Marcel
Delgado and George Lofgren) was shot, and the exciting tale of a lost race of Viking warriors astride giant
prehistoric eagles doing battle with Nazis over the skies of modern day Manhattan almost reached the screen
until the reality of impending war halted production in 1940... David Conover is a film writer and historian
who began his quest to uncover the history of WAR EAGLES as a 13-year-old reader of Famous Monsters
of Filmland magazine. He was a columnist and reviewer for the Louisville Eccentric Observer for 9 years
and his work was syndicated widely during that period as well. He is also the Vice President and
Programming Director for WonderFest, an international modeling, toy, film and FX expo that takes place
annually in Louisville, Ky, where he lives with his wife, daughter, and a tiny piece of the stegosaurus model
from the original KING KONG. If you ask him, he'll show it to you, along with the final page of Cyril
Hume's WAR EAGLES script. He's not crazy, just enthusiastic..
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Propst:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book WAR EAGLES - The Unmaking of an Epic -
An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important the book WAR EAGLES - The Unmaking of an Epic - An
Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Pat Swartz:

This book untitled WAR EAGLES - The Unmaking of an Epic - An Alternate History for Classic Film
Monsters to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Patricia Steele:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like WAR EAGLES - The
Unmaking of an Epic - An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters which is having the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Maria Blanco:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book WAR EAGLES - The Unmaking of an Epic - An Alternate History for Classic Film
Monsters we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must like to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life at this time book WAR EAGLES - The Unmaking of an Epic - An Alternate History for Classic
Film Monsters. You can more attractive than now.
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