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Marcel Proust was arguably the greatest writer of the 20th century. This biography by the acknowledged
world authority on Proust redefines the way we look at both the artist and the man. Jean-Yves Tadie has
restricted himself to the biographical and historical record: he has avoided speculation, and has drawn a
scrupulous line between the life and the work. Previous biographers have conflated the man with the
masterpiece, and called upon the "narrator" of the novel to fill the lacunae in the life of his creator. Tadie has
brought Proust alive by releasing him from his creation. In many respects the figure who moves through the
pages of this new life is unfamiliar: Proust the classicist and admirer of Racine, the anti-decadent, the
moralist. Above all, Proust the creator of the autonomous universe of "A la recherche" is revealed as a figure
minutely affected by his upbringing and environment, a man in time rather than a solipsist in a cork-lined
room. The author's approach is multi-faceted, and his narrative is a sequence of short essays and sections,
each complete in itself. So that although this biography is nearly 1,000 pages long, its synoptic penetration,
formal elegance and wit make it an exemplar of that essential Proustian resource: brevity.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

The book Marcel Proust: A Life can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the best thing like a book Marcel Proust: A Life? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Marcel Proust: A Life has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Wanda Woods:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Marcel Proust: A Life is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Terry Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Marcel Proust: A Life as the daily
resource information.

Nancy Herman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Marcel Proust: A Life will give you new experience in examining a book.
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