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Confusion of Tongues describes the genesis of Freud's clinical anthropology. A careful reading of Freud's
early texts and letters to Fliess illustrates how Freud abandons his seduction theory of the neuroses in favor
of a sexual biology. The meaning and the implications of this 'biological turn' are made clear through an
analysis of Freud's Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, first published in 1905. This 'biological turn'
leads to three mutually dependent claims that are fundamental to Freud's project of a clinical anthropology:
the primacy of (infantile) sexuality, the discontinuity between the world of the adult and the world of the
child, and the continuity between 'normality' (psychic health) and pathology.

In the later editions of Three Essays, Freud increasingly stresses the continuity between infantile and adult
sexuality, thus undermining the radical character of his previous claims. Confusion of Tongues shows that the
introduction of the Oedipus complex plays a crucial role in this evolution. The book also attempts to resolve
the resulting impasse through a confrontation of Freud's work with the work of Ferenczi and Laplanche. For
both Ferenczi and Laplanche, Freud's clinical anthropology gets its foundation from his theory of sexual
trauma. However, van Haute and Geysken's careful reading of their texts makes clear that neither Ferenczi
nor Laplanche succeed in providing a new theoretical foundation for Freud's original claim that sexuality is
the weak spot in human nature that predisposes us to psychopathology. Confusion of Tongues therefore
argues that the shibboleth of psychoanalysis is not so much the primacy of sexuality, but the discontinuity
between the world of the adult and the world of the child. Philippe van Haute is a professor of philosophical
anthropology at the University of Nijmegen (The Netherlands). He is the president of the Center for
Philosophical Anthropology and Psychoanalysis (University of Nijmegen/University of Leuven) and a
practicing member of the Belgian School for Psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Skinner:

This Confusion of Tongues: The Primacy of Sexuality in Freud, Ferenczi, and Laplanche are usually reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Confusion of Tongues:
The Primacy of Sexuality in Freud, Ferenczi, and Laplanche can be on the list of great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Confusion of Tongues: The Primacy of Sexuality in
Freud, Ferenczi, and Laplanche giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Chris Moore:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Confusion of
Tongues: The Primacy of Sexuality in Freud, Ferenczi, and Laplanche, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-
book.

Gregory Sowers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Confusion of Tongues: The Primacy of Sexuality
in Freud, Ferenczi, and Laplanche why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Phillip Darrah:

You can get this Confusion of Tongues: The Primacy of Sexuality in Freud, Ferenczi, and Laplanche by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about



your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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