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In this vivid and captivating journey through the colors of an artist’s palette, Victoria Finlay takes us on an
enthralling adventure around the world and through the ages, illuminating how the colors we choose to value
have determined the history of culture itself.

How did the most precious color blue travel all the way from remote lapis mines in Afghanistan to
Michelangelo’s brush? What is the connection between brown paint and ancient Egyptian mummies? Why
did Robin Hood wear Lincoln green? In Color, Finlay explores the physical materials that color our world,
such as precious minerals and insect blood, as well as the social and political meanings that color has carried
through time.

Roman emperors used to wear togas dyed with a purple color that was made from an odorous Lebanese
shellfish–which probably meant their scent preceded them. In the eighteenth century, black dye was called
logwood and grew along the Spanish Main. Some of the first indigo plantations were started in America,
amazingly enough, by a seventeen-year-old girl named Eliza. And the popular van Gogh painting White
Roses at Washington’s National Gallery had to be renamed after a researcher discovered that the flowers
were originally done in a pink paint that had faded nearly a century ago. Color is full of extraordinary
people, events, and anecdotes–painted all the more dazzling by Finlay’s engaging style.

Embark upon a thrilling adventure with this intrepid journalist as she travels on a donkey along ancient silk
trade routes; with the Phoenicians sailing the Mediterranean in search of a special purple shell that garners
wealth, sustenance, and prestige; with modern Chilean farmers breeding and bleeding insects for their
viscous red blood. The colors that craft our world have never looked so bright.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Color: A
Natural History of the Palette? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Lucinda Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Color: A Natural History of the
Palette is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joyce Pippin:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Color: A Natural History of the Palette is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Bethany Zuniga:

You will get this Color: A Natural History of the Palette by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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