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In this groundbreaking book, Ken Parille seeks to do for nineteenth-century boys what the past three decades
of scholarship have done for girls: show how the complexities of the fiction and educational materials
written about them reflect the lives they lived. While most studies of nineteenth-century boyhood have
focused on post-Civil War male novelists, Parille explores a broader archive of writings by male and female
authors, extending from 1830-1885.

Boys at Home offers a series of arguments about five pedagogical modes: play-adventure, corporal
punishment, sympathy, shame, and reading. The first chapter demonstrates that, rather than encouraging
boys to escape the bonds of domesticity, scenes of play in boys’ novels reproduce values associated with the
home. Chapter 2 argues that debates about corporal punishment are crucial sources for the culture’s ideas
about gender difference and pedagogical practice. In chapter 3, “The Medicine of Sympathy,” Parille
examines the affective nature of mother-daughter and mother-son bonds, emphasizing the special difficulties
that “boy-nature” posed for women. The fourth chapter uses boys’ conduct literature and Louisa May
Alcott’s Little Women – the preeminent chronicle of girlhood in the century – to investigate not only
Alcott’s fictional representations of shame-centered discipline but also pervasive cultural narratives about
what it means to “be a man.” Focusing on works by Lydia Sigourney and Francis Forrester, the final chapter
considers arguments about the effects that fictional, historical, and biographical narratives had on a boy’s
sense of himself and his masculinity.

Boys at Home is an important contribution to the emerging field of masculinity studies. In addition, this
provocative volume brings new insight to the study of childhood, women’s writing, and American culture.

Ken Parille is assistant professor of English at East Carolina University. His articles have appeared in
Children’s Literature, Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature, Papers on Language and Literature, and
Children’s Literature Association Quarterly.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Boys at Home:
Discipline, Masculinity, and "The Boy-Problem" in Nineteenth-Century American Literature is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Brian Pena:

The reserve with title Boys at Home: Discipline, Masculinity, and "The Boy-Problem" in Nineteenth-
Century American Literature contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lynnette Jennings:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Boys at Home: Discipline,
Masculinity, and "The Boy-Problem" in Nineteenth-Century American Literature book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still doubt Boys at Home: Discipline, Masculinity, and "The Boy-Problem" in Nineteenth-
Century American Literature as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that
can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Sheila Dickerson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book Boys at Home: Discipline, Masculinity, and "The Boy-Problem" in Nineteenth-Century American
Literature we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book Boys at Home: Discipline, Masculinity, and "The Boy-Problem" in



Nineteenth-Century American Literature. You can more appealing than now.
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