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In the thirteenth century, an anonymous scribe compiled sixty-nine tales that became Sefer ha-ma'asim, the
earliest compilation of Hebrew tales known to us in Western Europe. The author writes that the stories
encompass "descriptions of herbs that cure leprosy, a fairy princess with golden tresses using magic charms
to heal her lover's wounds and restore him to life; a fire-breathing dragon . . . a two-headed creature and a
giant's daughter for whom the rind of a watermelon containing twelve spies is no more than a speck of dust."
In Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in Medieval Northern France, Rella Kushelevsky enlightens the
stories' meanings and reflects the circumstances and environment for Jewish lives in medieval France.
Although a selection of tales was previously published, this is the first publication of a Hebrew-English
annotated edition in its entirety, revealing fresh insight.

The first part of Kushelevsky's work, "Cultural, Literary and Comparative Perspectives," presents the thesis
that Sefer ha-ma'asim is a product of its time and place, and should therefore be studied within its literary
and cultural surroundings, Jewish and vernacular, in northern France. An investigation of the scribe's
techniques in reworking his Jewish and non-Jewish sources into a medieval discourse supports this claim.
The second part of the manuscript consists of the tales themselves, in Hebrew and English translation,
including brief comparative comments or citations. The third part, "An Analytical and Comparative
Overview," offers an analysis of each tale as an individual unit, contextualized within its medieval
framework and against the background of its parallels. Elisheva Baumgarten's epilogue adds social and
historical background to Sefer ha-ma'asim and discusses new ways in which it and other story compilations
may be used by historians for an inquiry into the everyday life of medieval Jews.

The tales in Sefer ha-ma'asim will be of special value to scholars of folklore and medieval European history
and literature, as well as those looking to enrich their studies and shelves.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal McDonough:

This Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in Medieval Northern France (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in Medieval Northern France (Raphael
Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in
Medieval Northern France (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Colleen Williams:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in
Medieval Northern France (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be the reply, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Justin Pritchett:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in Medieval Northern France (Raphael Patai
Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Latoya Palos:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma'asim in Medieval Northern France (Raphael Patai Series
in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable



with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Tales in Context: Sefer ha-
ma'asim in Medieval Northern France (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). You can
more attractive than now.
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