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Having given the evidence for William Shakespeare's Catholicism in two previous books, literary biographer
Joseph Pearce turns his attention in this work to the Bard's most famous play, Romeo and Juliet.

"Star-crossed" Romeo and Juliet are Shakespeare's most famous lovers and perhaps the most well-known
lovers in literary history. Though the young pair has been held up as a romantic ideal, the play is a tragedy,
ending in death. What then, asks Pearce, is Shakespeare saying about his protagonists? Are they the hapless
victims of fate, or are they partly to blame for their deaths? Is their love the "real thing", or is it self-
indulgent passion? And what about the adults in their lives? Did they give the young people the example and
guidance that they needed?

The Catholic understanding of sexual desire, and its need to be ruled by reason, is on display in Romeo and
Juliet, argues Pearce. The play is not a paean to romance but a cautionary tale about the naivete and folly of
youthful infatuation and the disastrous consequences of poor parenting. The well-known characters and their
oft-quoted lines are rich in symbolic meaning that points us in the direction of the age-old wisdom of the
Church.

Although such a reading of Romeo and Juliet is countercultural in an age that glorifies the heedless and
headless heart of young love, Pearce makes his case through a meticulous engagement with Shakespeare and
his age and with the text of the play itself.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Dickerson:

The book Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the
Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Robert Garcia:

This Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet tend to be reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Shakespeare on Love: Seeing
the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet can be among the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence
in Romeo and Juliet forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Harold Fleming:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their
book. One of them is this Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet.

Edward Sullivan:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the
Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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