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A man of untiring energy and humor, Nicolas Slonimsky has led a long and accomplished musical life, and
he remains today, in his nineties, a vital presence in American music. He has pursued four distinct careers: as
a pianist, as a composer, as a pioneering conductor who introduced the works of such composers as Ives,
Varese, and Cowell, and as a musical lexicographer who has achieved world-wide recognition, particularly
as editor of the highly-respected Baker's Biographical Dictionary of Musicians, a reference work renowned
for its highly imaginative, lively, and gem-like entries.
In Perfect Pitch, his fast-paced and often hilarious autobiography, Slonimsky recounts in fascinating detail a
life that spans the whole of twentieth-century music, ranging from his childhood in St. Petersburg, where he
studied piano with his illustrious aunt, Isabelle Vengerova, to his years as secretary and "piano pounder" to
Serge Koussevitzky, to his present career as musical lexicographer. He describes the extraordinary
accomplishments of members of his family; Russia before, during, and after the Revolution; his successful
appearances as conductor in Paris, Berlin, and New York, as well as his fall from grace at the Hollywood
Bowl; the whimsical pleasures of lexicographical detective work; unexpected fame and fortune as a game
show contestant; and much more. Along the way, the reader meets famous personalities as seen through
Slonimsky's eyes, including Igor Stravinsky, Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, Sergei Prokofiev, Leonard
Bernstein, John Cage, and Frank Zappa.
Filled with illuminating anecdotes, Perfect Pitch captures through wit, spice, and irreverence an
extraordinary life.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Jefferies:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Perfect Pitch: A Life Story ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Perfect Pitch: A Life Story is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Perfect Pitch: A Life Story. You never really
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Martin Thomas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Perfect Pitch: A Life
Story, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Nathaniel Thomas:

The e-book with title Perfect Pitch: A Life Story contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kathryn Granger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Perfect Pitch: A Life Story e-book written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still skepticism Perfect Pitch: A Life Story as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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