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In film imagery, urban spaces show up not only as spatial settings of a story, but also as projected ideas and
forms that aim to recreate and capture the spirit of cultures, societies and epochs. Some cinematic cities have
even managed to transcend fiction to become part of modern collective memory. Can we imagine a futuristic
city not inspired at least remotely by Fritz Lang’s Metropolis? In the same way, ancient Babylon, Troy and
Rome can hardly be shaped in popular imagination without conscious or subconscious references to the
striking visions of Griffiths’ Intolerance, Petersen’s Troy and Scott’s Gladiator, to mention only a few
influential examples. Imagining Ancient Cities in Film explores for the first time in scholarship film
representations of cities of the Ancient World from early cinema to the 21st century.

The volume analyzes the different choices made by filmmakers, art designers and screen writers to recreate
ancient urban spaces as more or less convincing settings of mythical and historical events. In looking behind
and beyond intended archaeological accuracy, symbolic fantasy, primitivism, exoticism and Hollywood-
esque monumentality, this volume pays particular attention to the depiction of cities as faces of ancient
civilizations, but also as containers of moral ideas and cultural fashions deeply rooted in the contemporary
zeitgeist and in continuously revisited traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Croft:

The knowledge that you get from Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge
Studies in Ancient History) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) giving
you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Imagining Ancient Cities
in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) instantly.

Katie Johnson:

Exactly why? Because this Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies
in Ancient History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Vincent Cartagena:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From
Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History). This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Joshua Smith:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to
Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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