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“As Albert Camus wrote, the doctor’s role is as a witness–to witness authentically the reality of humanity,
and to speak out against the horrors of political inaction. . . . The only crime equaling inhumanity is the
crime of indifference, silence, and forgetting.”
—James Orbinski

In 1988, James Orbinski, then a medical student in his twenties, embarked on a year-long research trip to
Rwanda, a trip that would change who he would be as a doctor and as a man. Investigating the conditions of
pediatric AIDS in Rwanda, James confronted widespread pain and suffering, much of it preventable, much
of it occasioned by political and economic corruption. Fuelled by the injustice of what he had seen in
Rwanda, Orbinski helped establish the Canadian chapter of Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without
Borders/MSF). As a member of MSF he travelled to Peru during a cholera epidemic, to Somalia during the
famine and civil war, and to Jalalabad, Afghanistan.

In April 1994, James answered a call from the MSF Amsterdam office. Rwandan government soldiers and
armed militias of extremist Hutus had begun systematically to murder Tutsis. While other foreigners were
evacuated from Rwanda, Orbinski agreed to serve as Chef de Mission for MSF in Kigali. As Rwanda
descended into a hell of civil war and genocide, he and his team worked tirelessly, tending to thousands upon
thousands of casualties. In fourteen weeks 800,000 men, women and children were exterminated. Half a
million people were injured, and millions were displaced. The Rwandan genocide was Orbinski’s undoing.
Confronted by indescribable cruelty, he struggled to regain his footing as a doctor, a humanitarian and a
man. In the end he chose not to retreat from the world, but resumed his work with MSF, and was the
organization’s president when it was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999.

An Imperfect Offering is a deeply personal, deeply political book. With unstinting candor, Orbinski
explores the nature of humanitarian action in the twenty-first century, and asserts the fundamental imperative
of seeing as human those whose political systems have most brutally failed. He insists that in responding to
the suffering of others, we must never lose sight of the dignity of those being helped or deny them the right
to act as agents in their own lives. He takes readers on a journey to some of the darkest places of our history
but finds there unimaginable acts of courage and empathy. Here he is doctor as witness, recording voices that
must be heard around the world; calling on others to meet their responsibility.

“Ummera, ummera–sha” is a Rwandan saying that loosely translated means ‘Courage, courage, my
friend–find your courage and let it live.’ It was said to me by a patient at our hospital in Kigali. She was
slightly older than middle aged and had been attacked with machetes, her entire body rationally and
systematically mutilated. Her face had been so carefully disfigured that a pattern was obvious in the slashes.
I could do little more for her at that moment than stop the bleeding with a few sutures. We were completely
overwhelmed. She knew and I knew that there were so many others. She said to me in the clearest voice I
have ever heard, “Allez, allez. Ummera, ummera-sha”–‘Go, go. Courage, courage, my friend–find your
courage and let it live.’



—From An Imperfect Offering

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

This An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-first Century book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action
in the Twenty-first Century without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-first
Century can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the
Twenty-first Century having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Sheila Gallagher:

The e-book with title An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-first Century contains a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Curtis Locke:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in
the Twenty-first Century or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the
Twenty-first Century to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Cora Conte:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-first Century. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to



other place.
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