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America was built on stories: tales of grateful immigrants arriving at Ellis Island, Horatio Alger-style
transformations, self-made men, and the Protestant work ethic. In this new book, renowned sociologist
Robert Wuthnow examines these most American of stories--narratives about individualism, immigration,
success, religion, and ethnicity--through the eyes of recent immigrants. In doing so, he demonstrates how the
"American mythos" has both legitimized American society and prevented it from fully realizing its ideals.

This magisterial work is a reflection and meditation on the national consciousness. It details how Americans
have traditionally relied on narratives to address what it means to be strong, morally responsible individuals
and to explain why some people are more successful than others--in short, to help us make sense of our lives.
But it argues that these narratives have done little to help us confront new challenges. We pass laws to end
racial discrimination, yet lack the resolve to create a more equitable society. We welcome the idea of
pluralism in religion and values, yet we are shaken by the difficulties immigration presents. We champion
prosperity for all, but live in a country where families are still homeless.

American Mythos aptly documents this disconnect between the stories we tell and the reality we face.
Examining how cultural narratives may not, and often do not, reflect the reality of today's society, it
challenges readers to become more reflective about what it means to live up to the American ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular American Mythos: Why Our Best
Efforts to Be a Better Nation Fall Short to read.

Heather Sessoms:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This American Mythos: Why Our Best Efforts to Be a Better Nation Fall Short
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with American Mythos: Why Our Best Efforts to Be a Better Nation Fall Short content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking American Mythos: Why Our Best
Efforts to Be a Better Nation Fall Short is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Paul Williams:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take American Mythos: Why Our Best Efforts to Be a Better
Nation Fall Short as the daily resource information.

Dorothea Profitt:

The book untitled American Mythos: Why Our Best Efforts to Be a Better Nation Fall Short contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice go through.
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