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Dressmaking, considered a natural extension of women's proper work in the home, was a common and
lucrative employment for women in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It afforded creative
expression, prestige in the community, and even the possibility of financial independence. Yet as
entrepreneurs, dressmakers faced unique business pressures, and with the advent of department stores and
widespread mass production of women's clothing, most were forced out of business. Coinciding with the
exhibition Cynthia Amneus organized for the Cincinnati Art Museum, this work examines the nineteenth-
century ideology of women's separate sphere, the early feminist movement, women in the workplace, and
dressmakers as artisans and professionals. More than 140 stunning custom-made garments, historical
photographs, and dressmakers' labels document the superb artistic and technical skill of the women who
produced fashionable dress in Cincinnati from 1877 to 1922. Bracketing Amneus's incisive study are essays
by Anne Bissonnette on the eccentric tea gown, Marla Miller on the pitfalls of researching women's cultural
work, and Shirley Teresa Wajda on the dressmakers' wealthy clientele. In all, A Separate Sphere offers a
careful look into the lives of women struggling with ideological boundaries. Chronicling choices made by
and imposed on both working-class women and their affluent counterparts, it reveals how these women
managed to enhance their prescribed sphere for themselves and for the community at large. Anne
Bissonnette is costume curator at Kent State University Museum. Her most recent exhibition is The Hours of
the Woman of Leisure. Marla Miller teaches history at the University ofMassachusetts, Amherst. Her book
on craftswomen in rural New England, 1740-1820, is forthcoming from the University of Massachusetts
Press. Shirley Teresa Wajda teaches history and American studies at Kent State University. Her book "Social
Currency: Commercial Portrait Photography and the Fashioning of an American Middle Class, 1839-1889"
is forthcoming from Temple University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

The book A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series)? A number of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Manuel Rodriguez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Separate Sphere (Costume
Society of America Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Arthur Ramires:

The book untitled A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Carey Gilliam:

Beside this specific A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and also read it from at this point!
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