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Just as Plato drafted avision of anideal state in his Republic and followed that up with detailed provisionsin
his Laws, so Cicero -- after writing a Republic -- wanted to provide legidation for hisideal state and wrote
de Legibus (the Laws) as a sequel. But while Cicero's Republic was set shortly before the death of its
speaker, Scipio Africanus, in 129 b.c., his de Legibus was set in his own lifetime, thus enabling him to
comment on current political events and trends. Written in the final years of the Roman Republic, de Legibus
isasawork that gives Cicero's own diagnosis of theillsthat had befallen the Roman state and what might be
doneto cure them. It is thus a document crucia to our understanding of one of the most turbulent periods of
Roman history.

Surprisingly, de Legibus has been one of Cicero's most neglected works. Andrew R. Dyck's commentary is
the first to appear on the complete work in well over one hundred years. Dyck provides a detailed
interpretation and sets the essay into the context of the politics and philosophical thought of itstime. While
previous commentaries focused primarily on grammar and textual criticism, this one also seeksto relate
Cicero'stext to the political, philosophical, and religious trends of his day. The author identifies the
influences on Cicero's thinking and analyzes the relation of this theoretical treatise to his other works. This
commentary is based on a new text, worked out in consultations between the author and Jonathan Powell of
Royal Holloway, London.

Andrew Dyck is Professor of Classics, University of Californiaat Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:
Hazel Mishler:

This book untitled A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy
this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis
No reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Jeffery Herring:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Commentary on Cicero, De

L egibus book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus as good
book not merely by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by
its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
aready told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joseph Robison:

Inthiseraglobalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou
will seethat now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personaly is A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus this guide consist alot of the information in the
condition of thisworld now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Paul England:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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