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What led to the breakdown of the Soviet Union? Steven Solnick argues, contrary to most current literature,
that the Soviet system did not fall victim to stalemate at the top or to a revolution from below, but rather to
opportunism from within. In three case studies--on the Communist Youth League, the system of job
assignments for university graduates, and military conscription--Solnick makes use of rich archival sources
and interviews to tell the story from a new perspective, and to employ and test Western theories of the firm
in the Soviet environment. He finds that even before Gorbachev, mechanisms for controlling bureaucrats in
Soviet organizations were weak, allowing these individuals great latitude in their actions. Once reforms
began, they translated this latitude into open insubordination by seizing the very organizational assets they
were supposed to be managing. Thus, the Soviet system, Solnick argues, suffered the organizational
equivalent of a colossal bank run. When the servants of the state stopped obeying orders from above, the
state's fate was sealed.

By incorporating economic theories of institutions into a political theory of Soviet breakdown and collapse,
Stealing the State offers a powerful and dynamic account of the most important international political event
of the later twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

This Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies)
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies) can be on
the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center
Studies) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Deborah Browning:

Often the book Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center
Studies) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book
Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Karen Taylor:

The publication untitled Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research
Center Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Stealing the State:
Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies) from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Ina French:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian
Research Center Studies) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to



explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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