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In this wide-ranging and stimulating book, a leading authority on the history of medicine and science
presents convincing evidence that Dutch commerce—not religion—inspired the rise of science in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Harold J. Cook scrutinizes a wealth of historical documents relating to
the study of medicine and natural history in the Netherlands and elsewhere in Europe, Brazil, South Africa,
and Asia during this era, and his conclusions are fresh and exciting. He uncovers direct links between the rise
of trade and commerce in the Dutch Empire and the flourishing of scientific investigation.
Cook argues that engaging in commerce changed the thinking of Dutch citizens, leading to a new emphasis
on such values as objectivity, accumulation, and description. The preference for accurate information that
accompanied the rise of commerce also laid the groundwork for the rise of science globally, wherever the
Dutch engaged in trade. Medicine and natural history were fundamental aspects of this new science, as
reflected in the development of gardens for both pleasure and botanical study, anatomical theaters, curiosity
cabinets, and richly illustrated books about nature. Sweeping in scope and original in its insights, this book
revises previous understandings of the history of science and ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Matters of Exchange: Commerce,
Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age to read.

Andrew Waite:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch
Golden Age, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Hilton Rogers:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age provide you with a
new experience in reading a book.

William Reyes:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age we can have
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this



book Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age. You can more
appealing than now.
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