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"Just as philosophy begins with doubt, so also a life that may be called human begins with irony" so wrote
Kierkegaard. While we commonly think of irony as a figure of speech where someone says one thing and
means the opposite, the concept of irony has long played a more fundamental role in the tradition of
philosophy, a role that goes back to Socrates Ð the originator and exemplar of the urbane ironic life. But
what precisely is Socratic irony and what relevance, if any, does it have for us today?

Bernstein begins his inquiry with a critical examination of the work of two contemporary philosophers for
whom irony is vital: Jonathan Lear and Richard Rorty. Despite their sharp differences, Bernstein argues that
they complement one other, each exploring different aspects of ironic life. In the background of Lear’s and
Rorty’s accounts stand the two great ironists: Socrates and Kierkegaard. Focusing on the competing
interpretations of Socratic irony by Gregory Vlastos and Alexander Nehamas, Bernstein shows how they
further develop our understanding of irony as a form of life and as an art of living. Bernstein also develops a
distinctive interpretation of Kierkegaard’s famous claim that a life that may be called human begins with
irony.

Bernstein weaves together the insights of these thinkers to show how each contributes to a richer
understanding of ironic life. He also argues that the emphasis on irony helps to restore the balance between
two different philosophical traditions philosophy as a theoretical discipline concerned with getting things
right and philosophy as a practical discipline that shapes how we ought to live our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Ironic Life.

David Unruh:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Ironic Life book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Ironic Life content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Ironic Life is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Sandra Birk:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Ironic Life suitable
to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Ironic Lifeis the main
one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world in this book.

Joan James:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Ironic Life. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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