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Some of the most fascinating human epochs lie in the borderlands between history and mystery. So it is with
the life of Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian Empire in the sixth century BCE. By conquest or gentler
means, he brought under his rule a dominion stretching from the Aegean Sea to the Hindu Kush and
encompassing some tens of millions of people. All across this immense imperium, he earned support and
stability by respecting local customs and religions, avoiding the brutal ways of tyranny, and efficiently
administering the realm through provincial governors. The empire would last another two centuries, leaving
an indelible Persian imprint on much of the ancient world. The Greek chronicler Xenophon, looking back
from a distance of several generations, wrote: "Cyrus did indeed eclipse all other monarchs, before or since."
The vision of the Biblical prophet known as Second Isaiah anticipates Cyrus' repatriation of Jews living in
exile in Babylon with these words of the Lord: "He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please."

Despite what he achieved and bequeathed, much about Cyrus remains uncertain. Persians of his era had no
great respect for the written word and the most complete accounts of his life were composed by Greeks.
More fragmentary or tangential evidence takes many forms--among them, archaeological remains,
administrative records in subject lands, and the always tricky stuff of legend.

Given these challenges, Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror Astride the Ancient World is a
remarkable feat of portraiture. In his vast sweep, Reza Zarghamee draws on sources of every kind,
painstakingly assembling detail, and always weighing evidence carefully where contradictions arise. He
describes the background of the Persian people, the turbulence of the times, and the roots of Cyrus' policies.
His account of the imperial era itself delves into religion, military methods, commerce, court life, and much
else besides. The result is a living, breathing Cyrus standing atop a distant world that played a key role in
shaping our own. Cyrus the Great, Persian Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

The actual book Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror Astride the Ancient World (Iran's Age of
Empire) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror Astride the Ancient World (Iran's Age of Empire) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Dianna Chrisman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Discovering Cyrus: The Persian
Conqueror Astride the Ancient World (Iran's Age of Empire) which is having the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's see.

Heather Killen:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror Astride
the Ancient World (Iran's Age of Empire) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror Astride the Ancient World (Iran's Age of
Empire) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.

Eduardo Fernandez:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror
Astride the Ancient World (Iran's Age of Empire) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Discovering Cyrus: The Persian
Conqueror Astride the Ancient World (Iran's Age of Empire) can to be your brand new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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