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For centuries, distinguished writers have taken on the challenge of describing great music and its
significance in their lives. From Joseph Addison to Virgil Thomson, writers in and out of the music field
have used their most vivid language to conjure the sounds and emotions of the music that mattered most to
them. Yet until this book, no single volume has ever collected the best of this writing in one place. Scattered
in magazines, essay collections, and program notes, this literature is largely unknown to the general
reader—who often thinks that music essays are for musicians only—and even to the musician—who often
reads only narrow specialty publications.

Words on Music is thus the first book of its kind. Covering instrumental and vocal music from the eighteenth
through the twentieth centuries, it features essays distinguished by their literary quality, their readability, and
their appeal to a wide audience. Included is writing by novelists, essayists, composers, performers, cultural
historians, and others who have written about music with precision and passion.

Here is George Bernard Shaw on Handel, Albert Schweitzer on Bach, Glenn Gould on Scarlatti, E. T. A.
Hoffman on Beethoven, Heinrich Heine on Rossini, Aaron Copland on Mozart, George Eliot on Wagner, G.
K. Chesterton on Gilbert and Sullivan, Leonard Bernstein on Mahler, Guy Davenport on Ives, Pierre Boulez
on Stravinsky, Ned Rorem on Ravel, and more than fifty others. Here also are essays on broader
topics—Joseph Addison on opera, Anthony Burgess on music and literature, Jacques Barzun on music
criticism, H. L. Mencken on “Music an Sin”—as well as musical memoirs by such masters of the genre as
Hector Berlioz, Leigh Hunt, and Ethel Smyth.

Words on Music is a uniquely literary and readable book on music. With its wide range of tones and voices,
it is ideal for the general reader, the humanities educator, and the musical specialist. Each article is
introduced by an informative headnote on the writer and subject. In addition, the volume offers a
bibliography with valuable clues for further reading and a substantial essay introducing the elusive art of
writing about music.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Case:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Words On Music: From Addison To Barzun had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Words On Music: From Addison To Barzun is not only giving you much
more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Words On Music: From Addison
To Barzun. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Carol Johnson:

This Words On Music: From Addison To Barzun are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Words On Music: From Addison To Barzun can be among the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Words
On Music: From Addison To Barzun giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Roxie Lloyd:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Words On Music: From Addison
To Barzun which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Rod Doughty:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Words On Music: From Addison To Barzun can make you feel more interested to read.
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