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Throughout its first three centuries, the growing Christian religion was subjected not only to official
persecution but to the attacks of pagan intellectuals, who looked upon the new sect as a band of fanatics bent
on worldwide domination even as they professed to despise the things of this world. Prominent among these
pagan critics was Porphyry of Tyre (ca. 232-ca. 305 C.E.), scholar, philosopher, and student of religions. His
book Against the Christians (Kata Christianon), was condemned to be burned by the imperial Church in 448.
It survives only in fragments preserved by the cleric and teacher Macarius Magnes.

This new translation of the remains of Against the Christians, by renowned biblical scholar R. Joseph
Hoffmann, reveals a work of deft historical and literary criticism. Porphyry's trenchant comments extend to
key figures, beliefs, and doctrines of Christianity as he roundly attacks the divinity of Jesus, the integrity of
the apostles, the Christian concept of God, and the Resurrection. Porphyry dismisses the gospels as the work
of charlatans and Jesus himself as a criminal and failure. In short, the gospels, as a collective account of the
life and deeds of Jesus, are hardly worth the reverence with which an increasing number of Christian
converts of Porphyry's own day have begun treating them.

Critical notes by the translator provide a running commentary to the text. A lively introduction and
comprehensive epilogue describe the "buildup" to the pagan critique of Christianity, and help put Porphyry's
work in historical perspective.

Accessible to the general reader, and a valuable scholarly tool as well, this new translation of Against the
Christians proves a worthy addition to both classical and patristic studies.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually Porphyry's Against the Christians.

Joshua Montgomery:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Porphyry's Against the Christians why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jessie Orlando:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Porphyry's Against the
Christians.

John Parish:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Porphyry's Against the Christians to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it.
Beside that the e-book Porphyry's Against the Christians can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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