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Philosophising in Mombasa provides an approach to the anthropological study of philosophical discourses in
the Swahili context of Mombasa, Kenya. In this historically established Muslim environment, at the dawn of
the twenty-first century, philosophy is investigated as social discourse and intellectual practice, situated in
everyday life. This is done from the perspective of an 'anthropology of philosophy', a project which is spelled
out in the opening chapter.
Entry-points and guidelines for the ethnography are provided by discussions of Swahili literary genres, life
histories, and social debates. From here, local discourses of knowledge are described and analysed. The
social environment and discursive dynamics of the Old Town are portrayed, firstly, by means of following
and contextualising informal discussions among neighbours and friends at daily meeting points in the streets;
and secondly, by presenting and discussing in-depth case studies of local intellectuals and their contributions
to moral and intellectual debates within the community. Taking recurrent internal discussions on social
affairs, politics, and appropriate Islamic conduct as a focus, this study sheds light on local practices of
critique and reflection.

In particular, three local intellectuals (two poets, one Islamic scholar) are portrayed against the background
of regional intellectual history, Islamic scholarship, as well as common public debates and private
discussions. The three contextual portrayals discuss exemplary issues for the wider field of research on
philosophical discourse in Mombasa and the Swahili context on the whole, with reference to the lives and
projects of distinct individual thinkers. Ultimately, the study directs attention beyond the regional and the
African contexts, towards the anthropological study of knowledge and intellectual practice around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Here thing why that Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili
Coast (International African Library EUP) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast
(International African Library EUP) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam
and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International African Library EUP). It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Philosophising
in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International African Library
EUP) in e-book can be your alternate.

David Patton:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International
African Library EUP).

Leonard Bassett:

The book with title Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili
Coast (International African Library EUP) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Violet Shook:

You can obtain this Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili
Coast (International African Library EUP) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or



reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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