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The scientific and artistic excellence of the Album Vilmorin

The French company Vilmorin-Andrieux & Cie arose in the 18th century from the collaboration of Philippe
Victoire de Vilmorin—a grain and plant merchant and connoisseur—and his father-in-law, Pierre Andrieux,
Botanist to the King. The Vilmorins, though only producers and merchants on the Paris market, contributed
enormously to the botanical and agronomic knowledge of their time. Their first catalogue, comprising all
kinds of seeds for kitchen-garden vegetables—including legumes, salad plants, flower seeds and
bulbs—appeared in 1766. It was followed by a series of Publications périodiques in which the quality of
botanical and horticultural information was equaled only by the illustrations. By the mid-19th century, the
firm had become the most important seed company in the world—active in production, trade, and scientific
advances, thanks largely to Louis de Vilmorin's crucial research into selection and heredity in the 1850s.

At the height of its international renown, the company published its splendid Album Vilmorin. Les Plantes
potagères (The Vegetable Garden, 1850–1895) featuring 46 magnificent color plates. The Vilmorins
employed some 15 painters to create this work of agro-botanic iconography; most had trained as artist-
naturalists at the Jardin des Plantes, the former Royal Gardens, including Elisa Champin, who painted a
large number of the finest plates. These illustrations—reproduced here with exquisite care and
accuracy—transcend mere artistic interest, beautiful as they are; they are also a valuable resource for anyone
researching cultivarietal evolution, and old varieties of fruits and vegetables.

About the author:
Prof. Dr. Werner Dressendörfer, pharmaceutical historian and lecturer at the university of Erlangen, is
currently conducting research into the history of medicinal plants from a socio-cultural viewpoint. He has
authored numerous pharmaceutical publications and scientific papers on the late Middle Ages and early
Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bennett:

The publication untitled Vilmorin: The Vegetable Garden is the guide that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write
the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Vilmorin: The Vegetable Garden from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert Berman:

This Vilmorin: The Vegetable Garden is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Vilmorin: The Vegetable
Garden can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here
for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Nicholas Buchanan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Vilmorin: The Vegetable Garden was filled in relation to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jon Watson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Vilmorin: The Vegetable Garden was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Vilmorin: The Vegetable Garden
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
that will.
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