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From the book: 'Paris was fond of stormy weather and emerging toads; the thirst for knowledge was
supreme, and the first to read and reread the news were the first to render it with criticism. Authors and
readers, great and small, all shared the impression that they were caught between truth and falsehood, and
moreover that the probable-improbable' they relished so much was being manipulated by the complex
strategies of the court, the police and the petty hordes of the evil-minded. We cannot understand the curiosity
of the Parisian public without realizing that they did at least know one thing: the extent they were being
made fools of.' The eighteenth century was awash with rumor and talk. The words and opinions of ordinary
people filled the streets of Paris. But were these simply the isolated grumblings and gossip of the crowd, or is
it possible to speak of genuine 'public opinion' among the common people? This is the subject of Subversive
Words, the newest book by French historian Arlette Farge. Farge begins with JÃ¼rgen Habermas's notion of
a bourgeois public sphere. However, whereas Habermas was concerned mostly with the 'cultured classes,'
Farge focuses on the uneducated common people. Drawing on chronicles, newspapers, memoirs, police
reports, and news sheets from the time, she finds that by the second half of the eighteenth century ordinary
Parisians had come to assert their right to hold and declare clear opinions on what was happening in their
city--visible, real, everyday events such as executions, price rises, and revolts. Yet the government preferred
to regard ordinary Parisians as unsophisticated, impulsive, or inept. In the years leading up to the Revolution,
however, the administration increasingly feared the mobilization of these people. Officially, it denied the
existence of any distinct popular public opinion, but in practice it kept the streets of Paris under regular
surveillance through a system of spies, inspectors, and observers. Amid this curious tension between denial
and action, Farge argues, popular rumors arose and gained a life of their own. Wise and filled with vivid
descriptions of everyday life, Subversive Words is cultural and intellectual history at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

This Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France. usually are reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-
Century France. can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France. forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Sarah Stiles:

The actual book Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France. will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Subversive Words: Public Opinion in
Eighteenth-Century France. is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Fernando Minaya:

The reason? Because this Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France. is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Delores Keener:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France. when you
required it?
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