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The Bible is full of surprises. At every turn, from the beginning of the Old Testament right through the end
of the New, we find God working in unexpected, even strange ways to bring about God's purposes. During
Advent, remembering this strange history of God working in our world helps us look forward to the birth of
God's Son, Jesus. As if to remind us of this, the Gospel of Matthew presents a genealogy of Jesus before
telling the story of his birth, including subtle references to the times God worked through unlikely people.

Matthew names five women in the family tree of Jesus: Tamar, a forgotten daughter-in-law and widow;
Rahab, a prostitute; Ruth, a foreigner; the wife of Uriah, an adulteress; and of course Mary, a young virgin.
This Advent study explores the stories of each of these five women, showing how they all played a pivotal
role in God's purposes. By learning about these underdogs and outsiders, readers will uncover new
dimensions of the story of God’s people and how that story comes into focus in the hope for the Messiah.
Through the Old Testament stories the Gospel draws upon, Matthew reminds us to look for God in
unexpected places during this Advent season.

This Bible study is designed to be used by individuals and small groups during Advent. In addition to the
main content, each chapter offers questions for reflection and discussion, a brief prayer, and a focus for the
week. The weekly focus emerges from the chapter content and encourages the readers to engage a spiritual
practice or do something specific that will help them grow in faith.

"Tom Fuerst is one of the most effective communicators I know. He writes as he preaches, with clarity and
compassion. Rarely is one able to communicate solid scholarship with effective 'popular' writing. Tom does
that exceptionally well. This book is a valuable asset for pastor and lay person alike, to make Advent rich in
understanding and meaning." - Maxie Dunnam, author and chancellor of Asbury Theological Seminary;
pastor emeritus Christ United Methodist Church - Memphis, TN; vice-chairperson World Evangelism of the
World Methodist Council.

"Tom Fuerst is one of the most talented pastors and writers with which I have had the privilege of working.
His new book is not only well written but an important windows into the Advent journey." - Dr. Shane
Stanford, Senior Pastor, Christ United Methodist Church - Memphis.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Carlson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Underdogs and
Outsiders [Large Print]: A Bible Study on the Untold Stories of Advent to read.

Ollie Nadeau:

The book Underdogs and Outsiders [Large Print]: A Bible Study on the Untold Stories of Advent will bring
that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Underdogs and Outsiders [Large Print]: A
Bible Study on the Untold Stories of Advent is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Kerry Giles:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list will be Underdogs and Outsiders [Large Print]: A Bible Study on the
Untold Stories of Advent. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Beatrice Blakely:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Underdogs and Outsiders [Large Print]: A Bible Study on the Untold Stories of Advent.
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