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The War of the Fists is a study of seventeenth-century worker culture in the city of Venice, focusing on the
mock battles, or battagliole, which the town's two popular factions waged on public bridges. These "little
battles" were partly festive battle, partly sport, and partly thinly veiled plebeian mayhem: they could involve
as many as a thousand fighters on each side and attracted crowds of thirty thousand or more. Their
importance in the city's plebeian life makes bridge battles an extremely valuable point of entry for exploring
structures of Venetian popular culture, a task which Robert Davis attempts at four levels: the social
geography of Venetian factionalism; the combat itself, and its relationship to social culture; the festive world
which grew up around the encounters; and the response of Venice's patrician state to this largely
uncontrollable worker celebration.
From the study there emerges a popular world often surprisingly rich: with plebeian honor, status, and
neighborhood loyalties that flourished in parallel and sometimes in competition with a patrician domination
of urban life at the city's geographic center. In a sense, these encounters represented popular culture "in the
making," as Venice's marginal classes fashioned out of apparent chaos the ritual structures they needed to
satisfy social needs that otherwise went unmet in their aristocratic state.
As a microhistory that uses Venetian bridge battles as a key to understanding many facets of popular society,
The War of the Fists will be of interest to social historians and historical anthropologists, as well as historians
of urban society, gender, workers, sports, social geography, popular art and culture, and the absolutist state.
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From reader reviews:

Ericka McCall:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The War of the Fists: Popular Culture
and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The War of the Fists: Popular
Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice become your personal starter.

Peggy Mitchum:

This The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice is completely
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice can be the light
food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Eddie Barber:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence
in Late Renaissance Venice was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Richard Osteen:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice we
can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life



with that book The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice. You
can more attractive than now.
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