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In four elegant chapters, Robert Alter explains the prismlike radiance created by the association of three
modern masters, Franz Kafka, Walter Benjamin, and Gershom Scholem. The volume pinpoints the
intersections of these divergent witnesses to the modern condition of doubt, the no-man's-land between
traditional religion and modern secular culture.

Scholem, the devoted Zionist and master historian of Jewish mysticism, and Benjamin, the Marxist cultural
critic, dedicated much of their thought and correspondence to Kafka, the explorer in fiction of radical
alienation. Kafka's sense of spiritual complexities was an inspiration to both thinkers in their resistance to the
murderous simplification of totalitarian ideology. In Necessary Angels Alter uncovers a moment when the
future of modernism is revealed in its preoccupation with the past. The angel of the title is first Kafka's: on
June 25, 1914, the writer recorded in his diary a dream vision of an angel that turned into the painted wooden
figurehead of a ship. In 1940, at the end of his life, Walter Benjamin devoted the ninth of his Theses on the
Philosophy of History to a meditation on an angel by the artist Paul Klee, first quoting a poem he had written
on that painting. In Benjamin's vision, the figure from Klee becomes an angel of history, sucked into the
future by the storm of progress, his face looking back to Eden. Benjamin bequeathed the Klee oil painting to
Scholem; it hung in the living room of Scholem's home on Abarbanel Street in Jerusalem until 1989, when
his widow placed it in the Israel Museum.

Alter's focus on the epiphanic force of memory on these three great modernists shows with sometimes
startling, sometimes prophetic clarity that a complete break with tradition is not essential to modernism.
Necessary Angels itself continues the necessary discovery of the future in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Matson:

The reason? Because this Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Gary Tawney:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. One
activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride on
and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka,
Benjamin, and Scholem, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Clara Gay:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin,
and Scholem can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Necessary Angels: Tradition and
Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem.

Rosa Felton:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem when you
necessary it?
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