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Charles C. Calhoun's Longfellow gives life, at last, to the most popular American poet who ever lived, a
nineteenth-century cultural institution of extraordinary influence and the"one poet average, nonbookish
Americans still know by heart" (Dana Gioia).

Calhoun's Longfellow emerges as one of America's first powerful cultural makers: a poet and teacher who
helped define Victorian culture; a major conduit for European culture coming into America; a catalyst for the
Colonial Revival movement in architecture and interior design; and a critic of both Puritanism and the
American obsession with material success. Longfellow is also a portrait of a man in advance of his time in
championing multiculturalism: He popularized Native American folklore; revived the Evangeline story (the
foundational myth of modern Acadian and Cajun identity in the U.S. and Canada); wrote powerful poems
against slavery; and introduced Americans to the languages and literatures of other lands.

Calhoun's portrait of post-Revolutionary Portland, Maine, where Longfellow was born, and of his time at
Bowdoin and Harvard Colleges, show a deep and imaginative grasp of New England cultural history.
Longfellow's tragic romantic life-his first wife dies tragically early, after a miscarriage, and his second wife,
Fannie Appleton, dies after accidentally setting herself on fire-is illuminated, and his intense friendship with
abolitionist and U.S. senator Charles Sumner is given as a striking example of mid-nineteenth-century
romantic friendship between men. Finally, Calhoun paints in vivid detail Longfellow's family life at Craigie
House, including stories of the poet's friends-Hawthorne, Emerson, Dickens, Fanny Kemble, Julia Ward
Howe, and Oscar Wilde among them.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Longfellow: A
Rediscovered Life.

Randal Revilla:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life giving you a different experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Timothy Duchene:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life or
perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Willodean Samples:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life when you necessary it?
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