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Air raid sirens wail, searchlight beams flash across the sky, and the night is aflame with tracer fire and aerial
explosions, as Allied bombers and German anti-aircraft units duel in the thundering darkness. Such
"cinematic" scenes, played out with increasing frequency as World War II ground to a close, were more than
mere stock material for movie melodramas. As Edward Westermann reveals, they point to a key but largely
unappreciated aspect of the German war effort that has yet to get its full due. German flak or anti-aircraft
units have been frequently dismissed by American, British and German historians (and by veterans of the
European air war) as ineffective weapons that wasted valuable material and personnel resources desperately
needed elsewhere by the Third Reich. Westermann emphatically disagrees with that view and makes a case
for the significant contributions made by the entire range of German anti-aircraft defences. During the Allied
air campaigns against the Third Reich, well over a million tons of bombs were dropped upon the German
homeland, killing nearly 300,000 civilians, wounding another 780,000 and destroying more than 3,500,000
industrial and residential structures. Not surprisingly, that aerial Armageddon has inspired countless studies
of both the victorious Allied bombing offensive and the ultimately doomed Luftwaffe defence of its own
skies. By contrast, flak units have virtually been ignored, despite the fact that they employed more than a
million men and women, were responsible for more than half of all Allied aircraft losses, forced Allied
bombers to fly far above high-accuracy altitudes, and thus allowed Germany to hold out for longer than it
might have otherwise. Westermann's study aims to shed new light on every facet of the development and
organization of this vital defence arm, including its artillery, radar, searchlight, barrage balloon, decoy sites
and command components. Highlighting the convergence of technology, strategy, doctrine, politics and
economics, "Flak" also provides revealing insights into German strategic thought, Hitler's obsession with
micromanaging the war, and the lives of the members of the flak units themselves, including the large
number of women, factory workers, and even POWs who participated.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Flak: German
Anti-Aircraft Defenses, 1914-1945 (Modern War Studies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Johnnie Gonzales:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Flak: German Anti-Aircraft Defenses, 1914-1945 (Modern War Studies) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book features high quality.

Sara Pacheco:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Flak: German Anti-Aircraft
Defenses, 1914-1945 (Modern War Studies), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Flak: German Anti-Aircraft Defenses,
1914-1945 (Modern War Studies) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Flak: German Anti-Aircraft Defenses, 1914-1945 (Modern War Studies) as good book not simply by the
cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why



you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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