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When the Noted philosopher Henry David Thoreau wrote today's one of the most sought after classics,
Walden, he had nothing but only criticism from almost all of his countrymen in America. When it was first
published in 1854 as Walden; or, Life in the Woods, it found only a few purchasers. Later, it helped many
renowned persons on their struggles to achieve their goals. Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Kennedy and Leo Tolstoy are a few of many noted persons who got directions and enlightenment from this
book. Walden is a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings with personal declaration of
independence, a social experiment, a voyage of spiritual discovery, a satire, and a manual for self-reliance. It
emphasizes the importance of solitude, contemplation, and closeness to nature in transcending the
"desperate" existence that, he argues, is the lot of most people. The book is not a traditional autobiography,
but combines autobiography with a social critique of contemporary Western culture's consumerist and
materialist attitudes and its distance from and destruction of nature. The book is not simply a criticism of
society, but also an attempt to engage creatively with the better aspects of contemporary culture, is suggested
both by Thoreau's proximity to Concord society and by his admiration for classical literature. Henry David
Thoreau was born in Concord, Massachusetts, in 1817 in a the "modest New England family" of John
Thoreau (a pencil maker) and Cynthia Dunbar. His paternal grandfather was born in Jersey. His maternal
grandfather, Asa Dunbar, led Harvard's 1766 student "Butter Rebellion", the first recorded student protest in
the Colonies. Henry David Thoreau studied at Harvard College between 1833 and 1837. He lived in Hollis
Hall and took courses in rhetoric, classics, philosophy, mathematics, and science. He was a member of the
Institute of 1770 (now the Hasty Pudding Club). Thoreau returned to Concord and first worked as teacher
and then in his family's pencil factory, which he continued to do for most of his adult life. On July 24 or July
25, 1846, Thoreau ran into the local tax collector, Sam Staples, who asked him to pay six years of delinquent
poll taxes. Thoreau refused because of his opposition to the Mexican-American War and slavery, and he
spent a night in jail because of this refusal. Aware he was dying, Thoreau's last words were "Now comes
good sailing", followed by two lone words, "moose" and "Indian". He died on May 6, 1862 at age 44.
Bronson Alcott planned the service and read selections from Thoreau's works, and Channing presented a
hymn. Emerson wrote the eulogy spoken at his funeral. Originally buried in the Dunbar family plot, he and
members of his immediate family were eventually moved to Sleepy Hollow Cemetery (N42° 27' 53.7" W71°
20' 33") in Concord, Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

This book untitled Walden and On the Duty of Civil Disobedience to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Virginia Glass:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Walden and On the Duty of Civil Disobedience it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book has high quality.

Rosemary Till:

Walden and On the Duty of Civil Disobedience can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Walden and On the Duty of
Civil Disobedience but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Helen Williams:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Walden and On the Duty of Civil Disobedience this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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