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Never has one character of the stage provoked such controversy or achieved such infamy as Shakespeare's
enigmatic Shylock. For four centuries the money lender of "The Merchant of Venice" has been reinvented as
both villain and victim, as an object of tragedy and comedy, and has been used as an economic symbol and
often as a lightning rod for anti-Semitism. But what was Shakespeare's attitude toward the character
described on the play's title page in 1600 as "a man of extreme crueltie", and what should be our own? With
brilliant historical perspective and insight, theater critic John Gross explores the complex and influential
history that has given Shylock a life beyond the play and established him as a figure of world mythology.
Illuminating Shylock's evolution on the stage, his importance to writers and psychologists, and his enduring
influence on society and culture, John Gross sheds as much light on our own shifting attitudes and beliefs as
on the rich and disquieting figure Shakespeare created.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pinkerton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Virginia Mack:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy become your own starter.

Samuel Rascon:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Lisa Mercado:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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