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In a series of papers published in the 1970s, Christopher Boorse proposed a naturalist theory of health,
mainly based on a value-free concept of ‘biological function’, a concept of ‘reference class’ and the notion of
‘statistical normality’. His theory has profoundly shaped the philosophical debates on the concepts of health
and disease. It could even be said that the numerous criticisms of his 'biostatistical theory' are at the centre of
what is usually referred to as the debate between ‘normativists’ and ‘naturalists’. Today, the predominant
naturalist theory of health is still Boorse’s biostatistical theory. 

This volume offers the first comprehensive review and critical assessment of the nature and status of
naturalism in the philosophy of health. It explores the notion of biological normativity and its relevance for
the philosophy of health, and it analyses the implications of the philosophical theories of health for
healthcare and the debate on health enhancement. 

In the first section, several contributions identify the kind of ‘naturalism’ the biostatistical theory belongs to
and offer further criticisms or possible modifications, such as the concept of function that is required by this
theory, and whether a comparativist approach to health is more relevant than a non-comparativist one. The
second section explores natural or biological ‘normativity’ and some possible accounts of health that could
be based on this concept. The third and final section focuses on the implications of naturalism in healthcare.
'Goals of Medicine’ is the first paper in which Christopher Boorse ventured toward analysing the implication
of his biostatistical theory of health on the practice of medicine, the difficult issue of the goals of medicine
and the boundary between treating and enhancing. Other papers in this section critically evaluate Boorse’s
account and analyse the importance of a positive concept of health.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Naturalism in the Philosophy of Health: Issues and Implications
(History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences). Try to stumble through book Naturalism in the
Philosophy of Health: Issues and Implications (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) as your
buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Eleanor Hayes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Naturalism in the
Philosophy of Health: Issues and Implications (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences). All
type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Robert Stewart:

This Naturalism in the Philosophy of Health: Issues and Implications (History, Philosophy and Theory of the
Life Sciences) is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Naturalism in the Philosophy of Health:
Issues and Implications (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten
or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Judith Ellis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Naturalism in the



Philosophy of Health: Issues and Implications (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) will
give you a new experience in reading a book.
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