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California’s early history was both colorful and turbulent. After Europeans first explored the region in the
sixteenth century, it was conquered and colonized by successive waves of adventurers and settlers. In
Contest for California, award-winning author Stephen G. Hyslop draws on a wide array of primary sources
to weave an elegant narrative of this epic struggle for control of the territory that many saw as a beautiful,
sprawling land of promise.

In vivid detail, Hyslop traces the story of early California from its founding in 1769 by Spanish colonists to
its annexation in 1848 by the United States. He describes the motivations and activities of colonizers and
colonized alike. Using eyewitness accounts, he allows all participants—Native American, Spanish, Mexican,
and Anglo-American—to have their say. Soldiers, settlers, missionaries, and merchants testify to the heroic
and commonplace, the colorful and tragic, in California’s pre-American history.

Even as he acknowledges the dark side of this story, Hyslop avoids a simplistic perspective. Moving beyond
the polarities that have marked late-twentieth-century California historiography, he offers nuanced portraits
of such controversial figures as Junípero Serra and treats the Californios and their distinctive Hispanic
culture with a respect lacking in earlier histories. Attentive to tensions within the invading groups—priests
and the military during the Spanish era, merchants and settlers during the American era—he also never loses
sight of their impact on the original inhabitants of the region: California’s Native peoples. He also recounts
the journeys of colonists from Russia, England, and other countries who influenced the development of
California as it passed from the hands of Spaniards and Mexicans to Americans.

Exhaustively researched yet concise, this book offers a much-needed alternative history of early California
and its evolution from Spanish colony to American territory.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Greenberg:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American
Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) as your daily resource information.

James Fulk:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the
American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) can be excellent book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Chuck Bryson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California
Under Spain and Mexico). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before
Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life at this time book Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the
American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico). You can more attractive than now.
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