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The concept of an encyclopedic museum was born of the Enlightenment, a manifestation of society’s
growing belief that the spread of knowledge and the promotion of intellectual inquiry were crucial to human
development and the future of a rational society. But in recent years, museums have been under attack, with
critics arguing that they are little more than relics and promoters of imperialism. Could it be that the
encyclopedic museum has outlived its usefulness?

With Museums Matter, James Cuno, president and director of the Art Institute of Chicago, replies with a
resounding “No!” He takes us on a brief tour of the modern museum, from the creation of the British
Museum—the archetypal encyclopedic collection—to the present, when major museums host millions of
visitors annually and play a major role in the cultural lives of their cities. Along the way, Cuno
acknowledges the legitimate questions about the role of museums in nation-building and imperialism, but he
argues strenuously that even a truly national museum like the Louvre can’t help but open visitors’ eyes and
minds to the wide diversity of world cultures and the stunning art that is our common heritage. Engaging
with thinkers such as Edward Said and Martha Nussbaum, and drawing on examples from the politics of
India to the destruction of the Bramiyan Buddhas to the history of trade and travel, Cuno makes a case for
the encyclopedic museum as a truly cosmopolitan institution, promoting tolerance, understanding, and a
shared sense of history—values that are essential in our ever more globalized age.

Powerful, passionate, and to the point, Museums Matter is the product of a lifetime of working in and
thinking about museums; no museumgoer should miss it.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Harris:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Museums Matter: In Praise of the
Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Edward Brown:

The knowledge that you get from Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice
University Campbell Lectures) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words
the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Museums Matter:
In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice
University Campbell Lectures) instantly.

Nathaniel Mathis:

Typically the book Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell
Lectures) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book
Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Donald Purcell:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) can make
you feel more interested to read.
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