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This fifth edition of Harmony marks the forty-fifth year of its successful use.

Years after Walter Piston's death, his students and their students can still take great pride in the enduring
vitality of his teaching. By now it is plain that the book is different from what it used to be, but its essential
approach and its basic substance remain as they were.

The major departure of the fourth edition was the addition of seven new chapters, including four on the
complicated subject of harmony after common practice, which had not been discussed in the first three
editions. However, then as now, the core of the book remains the exhaustive treatment of common-practice
harmony, the subject of most one-year or two-year courses in tonal harmony. In the present edition, the
entire text has been carefully revised with a view to clarifying the language and illuminating the essential
principles. Wherever possible, the text has been "opened up" to allow the reader to adopt a more leisurely
pace through what had been a terse and detailed presentation. The results will also be perceived in the more
spacious design of this edition.

New exercises have been added to the early chapters as well as some fresh music examples. There is an
entirely new chapter on musical texture that serves to clear up many difficult points encountered by the
beginning student. Another innovation is the rearrangement of the chapters dealing with harmonic rhythm
and the structure of the phrase as well as the inclusion of a short summary of analytical method.

This book has long been known as an introductory textbook, but because of its comprehensive range, it also
serves as an invaluable reference book. The acquisition of an consummate knowledge of composers'
practice?the goal of any study of harmony?is admittedly an endless assignment. Ars longa, vita brevis, but
consolation may be derived from the thought that intellectual and artistic rewards are to be found at all stages
along the way.
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From reader reviews:

Aubrey Newsome:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Harmony: Fifth Edition. Try to face the book Harmony: Fifth Edition as your
pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Richard Ortega:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Harmony: Fifth
Edition? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Gretchen Meehan:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Harmony: Fifth Edition will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Patrick Bergeron:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Harmony: Fifth Edition is simple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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