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To those who travel there today, the West Indies are unspoiled paradise islands. Yet that image conceals a
turbulent and shocking history. For some 200 years after 1650, the West Indies were the strategic center of
the western world, witnessing one of the greatest power struggles of the age as Europeans made and lost
immense fortunes growing and trading in sugar-a commodity so lucrative it became known as "white gold."
As Matthew Parker vividly chronicles in his sweeping history, the sugar revolution made the English, in
particular, a nation of voracious consumers-so much so that the wealth of her island colonies became the
foundation and focus of England's commercial and imperial greatness, underpinning the British economy and
ultimately fueling the Industrial Revolution. Yet with the incredible wealth came untold misery: the horror
endured by slaves, on whose backs the sugar empire was brutally built; the rampant disease that claimed the
lives of one-third of all whites within three years of arrival in the Caribbean; the cruelty, corruption, and
decadence of the plantation culture.
While sugar came to dictate imperial policy, for those on the ground the British West Indian empire
presented a disturbing moral universe. Parker brilliantly interweaves the human stories of those since lost to
history whose fortunes and fame rose and fell with sugar. Their industry drove the development of the North
American mainland states, and with it a slave culture, as the plantation model was exported to the warm,
southern states. Broad in scope, rich in detail, The Sugar Barons freshly links the histories of Europe, the
West Indies, and North America and reveals the full impact of the sugar revolution, the resonance of which
is still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Elvia Wirtz:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge
to others. When you read this The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies,
you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a reserve.

Harold Graham:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies this
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Cindi Russell:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West
Indies. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jessie Orlando:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
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